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THIS TRANSMITTAL IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN 
INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF THE READER OF THIS 
TRANSMITTAL IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING THE TRANSMITTAL TO THE 
INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION OR COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS 
STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE SO THAT 
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Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, DC 2023 1 

Sir: 
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RESPONSE T O OFFICE ACTION UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 



This Response to Office Action is filed in response to the Office Action mailed October 
13, 1999, rejecting claims 1-6 and 10-21 and allowing claims 25-28, The sole cited reference is 
U.S, Patent No. 4,012,984 to Matuschek. The following remarks remove all grounds for 
rejection of the application, thereby placing it in condition for allowance. 



Remarks 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102fly> 

Claims 1-6 and 10-21 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) over Matuschek. As 
explained in the Response to Office Action filed July 29, 1999, the washer of the present 
invention "floats," that is, it is capable of both longitudinal motion and limited angular motion 
(see, e.g., page 9, lines 26-28). The Examiner states that "no weight was given to whether the 
washer could be moved longitudinal or limited angular rotation relative to the head of the rivet. 
The movement of the washer is a functional limitations that provide no additional novelty to the 
invention" 

The longitudinal and angular rotation of the washer is a structural, not a functional, 
limitation of the pending claims. The central bore of the washer must be large enough (and 
appropriately shaped) so that it is capable of limited angular motion- This structural feature 
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